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writing. The permit is void if any
change in information is not reported
within 15 days.

§ 300.25 Pacific bluefin tuna—Dealer
recordkeeping and reporting.

Any person issued a dealer permit
under § 300.24:

(a) Must submit to the Regional Di-
rector a biweekly report on bluefin im-
ports and exports on forms supplied by
NMFS.

(1) The report required by this para-
graph (a) must be postmarked and
mailed at the dealer’s expense within
10 days after the end of each 2-week re-
porting period in which Pacific bluefin
tuna were exported. The biweekly re-
porting periods are defined as the first
day to the 14th day of each month and
the 15th day to the last day of the
month.

(2) Each report must specify accu-
rately and completely for each tuna or
each shipment of bulk-frozen tuna ex-
ported: Date of landing or import; any
tag number (if so tagged); weight in
kilograms (specify if round or dressed);
and any other information required by
the Regional Director. At the top of
each form, the company’s name, li-
cense number, and the name of the per-
son filling out the report must be spec-
ified. In addition, the beginning and
ending dates of the 2-week reporting
period must be specified by the dealer
and noted at the top of the form.

(b) Must allow an authorized officer,
or any employee of NMFS designated
by the Regional Director for this pur-
pose, to inspect and copy any records
of transfers, purchases, or receipts of
Pacific bluefin tuna.

(c) Must retain at his/her principal
place of business a copy of each bi-
weekly report for a period of 2 years
from the date on which it was submit-
ted to the Regional Director.

§ 300.26 Pacific bluefin tuna—Tags.

(a) Issuance. The Regional Director
will issue numbered tags to each per-
son receiving a dealer’s permit under
§ 300.24.

(b) Transfer. Tail tags issued under
this section are not transferable and
are usable only by the permitted dealer
to whom they are issued.

(c) Affixing tags. At the discretion of
dealers permitted under § 300.24, a tag
issued under paragraph (a) of this sec-
tion may be affixed to each Pacific
bluefin tuna purchased or received by
the dealer. If so tagged, the tag must
be affixed to the tuna between the fifth
dorsal finlet and the keel and tag num-
bers must be recorded on NMFS reports
required by § 300.25(a) and any docu-
ments accompanying the shipment of
Pacific bluefin tuna for domestic com-
mercial use or export.

(d) Removal. A NMFS-issued tag af-
fixed to any Pacific bluefin tuna at the
option of any permitted dealer under
paragraph (c) of this section or any tag
affixed to any Pacific bluefin tuna to
meet the requirements of
§ 285.202(a)(6)(v) of this chapter must re-
main on the tuna until the tuna is cut
into portions. If the tuna or tuna parts
subsequently are packaged for trans-
port for domestic commercial use or
for export, the tag number must be
written legibly and indelibly on the
outside of any package or container.

(e) Reuse. Tags issued under this sec-
tion are separately numbered and may
be used only once, one tail tag per fish,
to distinguish the purchase of one Pa-
cific bluefin tuna. Once affixed to a
tuna or recorded on any package, con-
tainer or report, a tail tag and associ-
ated number may not be reused.

§ 300.27 Pacific bluefin tuna—Docu-
mentation requirements.

Bluefin tuna imported into, or ex-
ported or re-exported from the customs
territory of the United States is sub-
ject to the documentation require-
ments specified in part 285 of this chap-
ter (§§ 285.200–285.203).

§ 300.28 Pacific bluefin tuna—Prohibi-
tions.

In addition to the prohibitions in
§ 300.4, it is unlawful for any person or
vessel subject to the jurisdiction of the
United States to:

(a) Import Pacific bluefin tuna or
purchase or receive for export Pacific
bluefin tuna first landed in the United
States without a valid dealer permit
issued under § 300.24.

(b) Remove any NMFS-issued tag af-
fixed to any Pacific bluefin tuna at the
option of any permitted dealer or any
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tag affixed to a Pacific bluefin tuna to
meet the requirements of
§ 285.202(a)(6)(v) of this chapter, before
removal is allowed under § 300.26, or fail
to write the tag number on the ship-
ping package or container as specified
in § 300.26.

(c) Reuse any NMFS-issued tag af-
fixed to a Pacific bluefin tuna at the
option of a permitted dealer or any tag
affixed to a Pacific bluefin tuna to
meet the requirements of
§ 285.202(a)(6)(v) of this chapter or reuse
any tag number previously written on
a shipping package or container as pre-
scribed by § 300.26.

Subpart D—South Pacific Tuna
Fisheries

AUTHORITY: 16 U.S.C. 973–973r.

§ 300.30 Purpose and scope.

This subpart implements the South
Pacific Tuna Act of 1988 (Act) and the
Treaty on Fisheries Between the Gov-
ernments of Certain Pacific Island
States and the Government of the
United States of America (Treaty) and
applies to persons and vessels subject
to the jurisdiction of the United
States.

§ 300.31 Definitions.

In addition to the terms defined in
§ 300.2, in the Act, and in the Treaty,
and unless the context requires other-
wise, the terms used in this subpart
have the following meanings. If a term
is defined differently in § 300.2, the Act,
or the Treaty, the definition in this
section shall apply.

Administrator means the individual or
organization designated by the Pacific
Island Parties to act on their behalf
under the Treaty and notified to the
United States.

Applicable national law means any
provision of law of a Pacific Island
Party that is described in paragraph
1(a) of Annex I of the Treaty.

Authorized inspector means any indi-
vidual authorized by a Pacific Island
Party or the Secretary to conduct in-
spections, to remove samples of fish,
and to gather any other information
relating to fisheries in the Licensing
Area.

Authorized officer means any officer
who is authorized by the Secretary, or
the Secretary of Transportation, or the
head of any Federal or state agency
that has entered into an enforcement
agreement with the Secretary under
section 10(a) of the Act.

Authorized party officer means any of-
ficer authorized by a Pacific Island
Party to enforce the provisions of the
Treaty.

Closed area means any of the closed
areas identified in Schedule 2 of Annex
I of the Treaty.

Fishing means searching for, catch-
ing, taking, or harvesting fish; at-
tempting to search for, catch, take, or
harvest fish; engaging in any other ac-
tivity that can reasonably be expected
to result in the locating, catching, tak-
ing, or harvesting of fish; placing,
searching for, or recovering fish aggre-
gating devices or associated electronic
equipment such as radio beacons; any
operations at sea directly in support of,
or in preparation for, any activity de-
scribed in this paragraph; or aircraft
use, relating to the activities described
in this definition, except for flights in
emergencies involving the health or
safety of crew members or the safety of
a vessel.

Fishing arrangement means an ar-
rangement between a Pacific Island
Party and the owner of a U.S. fishing
vessel that complies with section 6(b)
of the Act.

Fishing vessel or vessel means any
boat, ship, or other craft that is used
for, equipped to be used for, or of a
type normally used for commercial
fishing, and that is documented under
the laws of the United States.

Licensing Area means all waters in
the Treaty Area except for:

(1) Those waters subject to the juris-
diction of the United States in accord-
ance with international law.

(2) Those waters within closed areas.
(3) Those waters within limited areas

closed to fishing.
Licensing period means the period of

validity of licenses issued in accord-
ance with the Treaty.

Limited area(s) means those areas so
identified in Schedule 3 of Annex I of
the Treaty.

Operator means any person who is in
charge of, directs or controls a vessel,
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